From the beginning of the American Revolution, Britain’s goal was to deliver a crushing defeat of the rebels to

return the American colonists to to their place within the emerging British empire. Their plan was to take control

of the interconnected waterway from New York City to Lake Champlain, thereby breaking off New England, the
seedbed of the Revolution, from the rest of the continent. In 1777, Lieutenant General John Burgoyne arrived in
Canada to undertake his part of the mission to gain control of Lake Champlain, Lake George, and the upper-Hudson
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River. The events of the summer and fall of 1777 turned the tide of the American Revolution. Waterways of War:
The Turning Point of the American Revolution, features battlefields and associated historical sites that explore
this stunning reversal of fortune.
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T Top left: The Battle of Valcour Island, October 11, 1776, painting by Peter Rindlisbacher. Courtesy of the artist. Top right: A View of Ticonderoga from
‘ ‘“ “ “ 90000 a Point on the North Shore of Lake Champlain, watercolor by James Hunter, c. late 1776. Courtesy the British Library. Above left: Prisoners Taken at
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Battle of Bennington on Aug. 16, 1777, painting by Leroy Williams, WPA artist. Courtesy Bennington Museum. Above right: Benedict Arnold leads
American troops into the rear of the Breymann Redoubt at the Battle of Bemis Heights, October 7, 1777. Courtesy National Park Service/Harpers
Ferry Center Commissioned Art Collection/artist Don Troiani.
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Front cover: Surrender of General Burgoyne by John Trumbull, 1821.
Courtesy Architect of the Capitol. The central figure is American General
Horatio Gates, who refused to take the sword offered by British General
Burgoyne, and, treating him as a gentleman, invites him into his tent. Many
of the figures in the scene are portraits of specific officers. Trumbull planned this
outdoor scene to contrast with the Declaration of Independence mural beside it.
John Trumbull (1756—1843) was born in Connecticut, the son of
the governor. After graduating from Harvard University, he served in the
Continental Army under General Washington. He studied painting with
Benjamin West in London and focused on history painting.
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