
In the Beginning 
The credit for Broadway's grand proportions belongs to 
Gideon Putnam, one of the city's most influential found-
ers. It was according to his plan that the street was laid 
out north to south, 120 feet wide, and tree-lined. 

When Putnam laid out Broadway (originally Broad 
Street) it was not designated as north or south, but with 
the advent of the railroad, the tracks isolated the 
northern end of the street from the shops and business-
es in the flourishing downtown section of the village. In 
the 1840s, the railroad cut across the street near the 
current arterial (Route 50 North) and the part of the 
street farthest from the heart of the village began to be 
referred to as North Broadway. 

A Neighborhood Develops
The 1880s ushered in a building boom, and North 
Broadway blossomed with homes built in the High 
Victorian style: Gothic, Italianate, and Queen Anne, as 
well as a few Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. North 
Broadway was and is prime real estate, but develop-
ment abruptly stops about a mile from City Hall. The 
street dwindles to a steep narrow track that once 
intersected Route 9 (Maple Avenue) near the present 
day Saratoga Springs Middle School. Today, the street 
is not suitable for vehicular traffic beyond the entrance 
to Skidmore College. 

The large, meticulously landscaped lots, designed to 
showcase the large homes, set the character of North 
Broadway. Carriage houses, architectural gems in their 
own right, sheltered fine teams, elegant carriages, and 
shining harnesses. Many of these former carriage 
houses have been remodeled to become unique and 
charming private residences. 

Woodlawn Park, the home of Judge Henry Hilton, was 
a private estate encompassing 1,500 acres. Set in the 
woods on land now occupied by Skidmore College, it 
boasted twenty five miles of graveled roadways. In 
addition to the primary mansion, flanked by marble 
statuary, the estate had quarters for 28 servants, 
stables to accommodate 60 horses, a spacious 
carriage house, a dairy, and farmland for sheep, poultry, 
and vegetables. Other amenities included a club house, 
a ballroom, and a race course, complete with a  grand-
stand.

The estate's entry gate on North Broadway was staffed 
by uniformed guards with instructions to admit not only 
the rich and famous, but also a selected few, who were 
fortunate enough to have been granted admission for 
special events. In addition, as many as 200 sightseers 
a day passed through the gates to while away a pleas-
ant afternoon traversing some of the estate's scenic 
road-ways. 

Other fine estates were built by industrialists who spent 
summers in their elegant North Broadway "cottages". 
These great houses, built according to their owners' 
fancy, are flanked by huge lawns and lend a quiet and 
prosperous air to the street. 

Decline and Rebirth
The golden days of the late 1800s gave way to a period 
of decline as the city bowed under the economic chaos 
of the Great Depression and two World Wars. By the 
1950s the city was a shadow of its former self. Fortu-
nately, the tide turned. While some of the homes were 
razed, many have been restored to their former glory 
and several other new residences have been added. 
Revitalized, North Broadway is once again home to 
many of Saratoga's prominent families as well as the 
summer address for many thoroughbred racing affiona-
dos. Its diverse architecture remains as a testament to 
the creativity and opulence of the infamous Gilded Age. 
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1963 Skidm

ore College Cam
pus:  Modern, Late-Modern and Post-Modern. O’Neil 

Ford, Initial Architect. Samuel Zisman, Master Plan. Antoine Predock, Tang Mu-
seum.

815

1882 Queen Anne: The balcony, tile roof & rounded dormers give it a 17th century 
779

1880 Queen Anne:
767

1871 Italianate Villa:
719

1884 Queen Anne:

gables.
717

1871 Italianate:
-

695

c. 1903 Gothic Revival:
687

c. 1905 Colonial Revival:
plantation inspired portico.

659
c. 1897 Colonial Revival:

of Troy.
655

c. 1856 Italianate: 

649

2002 French Chateauesque: 
Beaux Arts

-
639

1885 Queen Anne:

605

1885 Queen Anne:

the attic gable. A porte cochere to the left is a continuation of the porch. This house 
601

1921 Colonial Revival:
595

c. 1834 Greek Revival:

color at that time.
581

1830 Greek Revival:
569

1884 Queen Anne:
563

c. 1907 Colonial:
-

743

1966 Victorian-style: This home is a modern interpretation of Victorian architec-

exterior. 
737
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860
c. 1920 Tudor Revival:

856
c. 1930:

760
c. 1906 Colonial Revival: 

-

718
1865 Italian Villa: 

704
1880 Queen Anne & 1970 Modern:
home is a combination of the original Queen Anne style carriage house and a 

700
1965: Contem

porary:

688
1876 Second Em

pire:

658
1872 Second Em

pire:
-

614
c. 1850 Greek Revival:

604
c. 1840 Greek Revival:

598
1882 Italianate:

596
c. 1860, Italianate:

-

590
c. 1850 Colonial Revival:

588
1895 Shingle:

632
c. 1884 Queen Anne:

630
1873 Second Em

pire: 

628

1889 Queen Anne: 
gable and multi-planed facade. Note the recessed porch integrated into the facade. -
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754
1876 Gothic:

748
1880 Victorian Gothic:

740
1884 French Renaissance: 

-

722
1887 Queen Anne: 

720
1885 Shingle Style:

-
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